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These new paintings expose my struggles with color- an unfamiliar battle, going back and forth, surface 
demanding colors, colors demanding surfaces, an untidy state of things.  And to keep it going, I must go to all 
my sources: Albers and Matisse, Color-aid, friends’ advice- I need their help- it is not instinctive.  But I’ll change 
the painting many times, and the final acceptance is instinctive. And what is that? I don’t know, but it is not 
about the colors being harmonious or good (my sources are never the answer).  I keep going to the point when, 
I think, the painting has a character despite its colors, or despite its entire self.  I am suspicious that it is about 
the very color battle, it being so mysterious and difficult for me, diverting my attention from the other qualities 
of the painting, allowing them to take form without my constant judgment.  My attention is pushed around and 
manipulated and hidden from myself as much as any other material- I am taken away from myself, and that is 
good.  And then, the surface displays the unexpected history of an action, and whether the marks happened by 
accident or chance or absent-minded aggression, color once again has to make them work, make them belong, 
I enter into the mindspace of this battle and the cycle continues. 
J.Rommel, 2013

Room 1
from left to right

Bird Bath
2012
Oil and wax on linen
109.22  x 83.82 cm 

The Green Hills of Africa
2013
Oil on linen
43.18 x 35.56 cm

Yellow Afternoon
2013
Oil on linen
109.22  x 105.41 cm

Return to the Monastery
2013
Oil on linen
46.99 x 41.9 cm

Pines at Night
2013
Oil on linen
154.94 x 142.24 cm

The Handmaiden
2013
Oil on linen
43.18 x 38.10 cm

Room 2
from left to right

On the Moon
2013
Oil on linen
34.29 x 36.83 cm

That’s it about Fish
2013
Oil on canvas
88.90  x 91.44 cm

Malibu
2013
Oil on linen
58.42  x 53.34 cm

	
  

	
  


